
 

 

Selected Press: 

 
Assistant Curator Robert Falcone 

 
Assistant Curator Robert Falcone 

 



 

 

 



         
 
Image:  Metal Girls series, Robert Falcone       Image: Pictures of Memories Series, Robert Falcone 
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Indepth Arts News: 

"The Forbidden Fruit: Alison Chism, Robert Falcone, Ellen Grevey"  2004-09-04 until 2004-09-25 

 Ohio Art League  Columbus, OH, USA United States of America  

From the perfect candy-apple red of Eden’s Tree of Life to the fantastic hallucinatory fruits of 

Hieronymous Bosch, fruit  “the word, the image and the item itself “is dripping with sensual/sexual 

metaphor. “The Forbidden Fruit" combines the gilded paintings of Robert Falcone with the blown glass 

sculpture of Alison Chism and Ellen Grevey. Falcone’s paintings are stylized representations of fruits 

presented in an iconographic fashion. Communicating on multiple levels, his work can be interpreted as 

portraiture, representations of the body, or even of particular individuals. It is loving and obsessive, almost 

worshipful. 

Chism and Grevey’s glass pieces began as an exercise in symbolism and form using shape and curve to 

illustrate the connection between edible fruits and the human body. These artists see fruit as directly 

symbolic of womanhood, drawing parallels regarding fertility, ripeness, and age. Their offering of forms 

will evoke thoughts on temptation, eating, sexuality, and reproduction. 

Longtime friends and business partners, Grevey and Falcone share an ongoing dialogue on everything from 

art making to criticism, and from art marketing to collecting. Falcone is a long time trauma surgeon and 

health care administrator. He began his college education as Fine Arts major and continued for three years 

before going into the Sciences. Grevey started school with a scholarship to OSU’s College of Engineering 

and emerged five years later with an Art degree. Both artists have that complex and inspired combination 

of right and left-brain influences. 

Chism and Grevey met in 1991 at the prestigious Pilchuck Glass School in Seattle Washington where both 

have studied and served on the school’s staff. After many inspiring summers "immersed" in glass, the two 

found themselves classmates in OSU’s graduate program, where they completed their MFA’s. Grevey is a 

2004 recipient of an Ohio Arts Council Individual Artist Fellowship for her sculpture. Chism’s exquisite 

glass-work can be seen at the Thomas R. Riley Galleries in Columbus, Ohio. 

http://www.oal.org/
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Staff Pick: Lindsay Gallery 15th Anniversary 

By Jesse Tigges 

From the December 4, 2014 edition 



Lindsay Gallery 

6 p.m. Friday, Dec. 5 

986 N. High St., Short North 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Arts preview: ‘Modern 
Madonna’ 
MOST POPULAR 
Joey Monsoon’s “Modern Madonna,”  

Courtesy Lindsay Gallery 

By Jim Fischer 
Posted Jun 27, 2018 at 11:00 PM 



    

Terrific slate of local artists portray modern 
woman as icon in Annie’s Fund exhibition 

This exhibition features an all-star roster of featured artists, 
among them Joey Monsoon, Ashley Pierce, Kate Morgan, Lisa 
McLymont and Roger Williams. Artist/curator Robert Falcone 
asked 10 artists in total to address the contemporary woman 
through the lens of the exhibition title (“Modern Madonna”). The 
show is Falcone and the gallery’s annual fundraiser in support of 
Annie’s Fund, which provides grants to local artists in the name 
of Falcone’s late wife, an artist and avid arts and artist supporter. 
Photographer Chas Ray Krider will have a live presentation 
during the opening reception. 

Lindsay Gallery 

986 N. High St., Short North 

lindsaygallery.com 

 June 2018 

 

Robert Falcone exposes 
the creepy side of nuclear 



testing in ‘Operation 
Doorstep’ 
MOST POPULAR 

13 
 

By Joel Oliphint 

Associate Editor, Columbus Alive 

 
Posted Jul 21, 2020 at 3:59 PM 

    

In a series of archival photos embellished by 
the artist, Falcone’s Urban Arts Space exhibit 
is available to view in an online video 

For the last 10 or so years, artist Robert Falcone has been 
exploring the archives of nuclear testing facilities. 

“I’m a child of the ’50s. I remember ‘duck and cover.’ I remember 
Civil Defense. I grew up with nuclear weapons as the bad guy, 
and as I got older and better educated, I started to wonder what 
this all meant,” Falcone said. “I’ve always been fascinated with 
[old] images of nuclear testing, much of which was done on U.S. 
soil, which I find pretty amazing.” 

A few years ago, Falcone came upon a certain set of photos from 
a Nevada test site, and after being passed back and forth to 
various archives, he finally found the high-resolution images that 
depict cars, houses and mannequins in period-specific attire. The 
settings were used to assess how well structures could survive a 

mailto:joliphint@columbusalive.com


nuclear blast, and the before-and-after photos documented the 
damage. 

“They were carefully staged scenes and houses built specifically 
to see what a nuclear blast approximately would do, and I 
thought the scenes were not only very interesting, but just a little 
off-putting. The way they were staged was a little weird. And I 
started thinking about what it would look like today,” Falcone 
said. “I wanted to show a storyline from immediately before the 
atomic explosion, in a variety of scenarios, and then immediately 
after the atomic explosion, and then somehow relate that to 
today. And the story I wanted to tell is that, 70 years later, I’m 
not sure we’ve advanced at all in our thinking. We’re as close to 
nuclear holocaust right now as we were then.” 

To help tell the story, Falcone added gold splashes and other 
colorful embellishments to the black-and-white photos — not to 
make them more realistic, but to accentuate the strangeness of it 
all and to make them feel less clinical. “The colors aren’t 
traditional palettes. They’re just a little off. In some cases, they’re 
cool; in some cases they’re hot,” he said. “When I add gold — 
which I think is beautiful, but also kind of creepy, depending on 
what you do with it — that makes it even more off-putting. I want 
the viewer to not only see the story and think about it, but to be 
put off by it and wonder what he or she might do to keep our 
world safe in the next 20 years.” 

Ironically, the families portrayed in these nuclear photos were 
not so nuclear. “You’ll have an image of a woman with three 
unrelated children, which is kind of a weird grouping for a 
family. Then you’ll have two men, a couple of children and a 
woman who seems to be distant from all this,” Falcone said. “I 
think that the people that did the designs and did the staging had 
their own inside joke about what a family should look like. ... The 
nuclear family at that time was a mother, a father and two 



children, and they pretty much bashed that and showed a 
number of other possibilities.” 

Initially, Falcone planned to exhibit the manipulated images in a 
certain order Downtown at OSU’s Urban Arts Space, but when 
the pandemic hit, the artist and gallery pivoted to a virtual show 
titled “Operation Doorstep.” In the video, which you can view 
below, Falcone’s images are juxtaposed with actors in a hyper-
real setting, all set to an off-kilter, jazz-fusion soundtrack 
performed by the artist and his bandmates. 

Falcone hopes the virtual show stirs up something up viewers. 
“I’d like them to begin to believe that the nuclear threat is still 
real,” he said, “and that there might be something they 
personally could do about it.” 

 

 Explosive statement: Artist alters photos 
from ’50s nuclear test to both imaginative 
and eerie effect  
Peter Tonguette For The Columbus Dispatch 7/26/2020  

© Provided by The Columbus Dispatch Images from “Operation Doorstep” by Robert E. 

Falcone  

For its latest virtual exhibit, Ohio State University's Urban Arts Space is offering a 

blast from the past — literally.  

The title "Operation Doorstep" — a video exhibit accessible on the arts center's 

website, uas.osu.edu/events/operation-doorstep, through Sept. 11 — is a reference 

to a nuclear weapons test that the United States undertook in Nevada in 1953.  

The Federal Civil Defense Administration hoped that officials would walk away with a 

more thorough understanding of how such a detonation would impact various man-

made structures, including houses and bomb shelters — both of which were set up 

with mannequins to stand in for families.  

Naturally, the government took copious photographs that captured the extent of the 

damage caused by the test — images that artist Robert E. Falcone has imaginatively 

altered for this new exhibit.  

Falcone's "Operation Doorstep" is a 7½-minute video that features his versions of 

the original images. The photographs were printed in black-and-white in the 1950s, 

https://uas.osu.edu/events/operation-doorstep


but Falcone has introduced hints of rather sickly looking color. For example, in the 

artist's version of one image, a female mannequin's lips become red and her skirt 

becomes yellow.  

 

 



© Provided by The Columbus Dispatch  

The work makes inventive use of video elements: As in a Ken Burns documentary, the 

photographs are accompanied by a soundtrack, with particular elements in an image 

— say, a mannequin's face — singled out for close-ups.  

Intercut with the altered archival images is newly shot footage of three performers, 

dressed in vaguely 1950s-era garb and surrounded by period-appropriate decor, 

sitting and talking with one another.  

Together, the old and new images tell a haunting before-and-after story: For the first 

few minutes, the viewer sees relatively uncontroversial images of family life — say, a 

mannequin family seated in a living room, or several mannequin children 

congregating around their mannequin mother.  

Then the nuclear blast occurs — and Falcone "cuts" to stills showing the actual 

devastation of the test as well as newly shot scenes of the live performers faking their 

own deaths.  

The sight of mannequins thrown about in their living room is striking: Surrounded by 

scattered furniture, one mannequin sits calmly, while the legs of another are visible at 

the edge of the frame.  

Falcone ably suggests the overpowering force of the blast, with a cloud painted 

yellow lingering in the sky over an automobile that has been painted with sayings 

such as: "This Car Will Go Thru the Atomic Blast." Mannequins are dusted in gold — 

perhaps an indication of nuclear fallout.  

The work is grim but entertaining in a macabre sort of way — ideal for those looking 

for satirical yet serious-minded quarantine viewing. 

 

  
Lindsay Gallery presents Pretty Thing: what glitters is not always gold, its 



annual fundraiser for Annie’s Fund for the Creative Arts. This foundation 
was created by artist Robert Falcone in the name of his late wife, Anne P. 
Miller, to give grants to small arts groups. Featured paintings are all 16″ x 
20″, oil and gold leaf on canvas, and will remain on view through 
September 27. 
 

  
Preview The World 
Premiere Of Columbus 
Composer Richard 
Jordan Smoot's 
'Crossing Variations' 
By JENNIFER HAMBRICK • OCT 2, 2018 
 

• 

 

https://radio.wosu.org/people/jennifer-hambrick
https://radio.wosu.org/sites/wosu2/files/styles/x_large/public/201810/ucelli-cello-quartet-classical-101.png
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This weekend, a Columbus-based professional cello quartet will 

breathe new life into choral music originally composed for an art 

installation piece that explored the question of death. 

UCelli performs the world premiere of Columbus composer Richard 

Jordan Smoot’s Crossing Variations, 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 7 

at Highlands Presbyterian Church in Columbus. 

Recently Smoot and the members of UCelli stopped by the Classical 

101 studios to give us a preview of Crossing Variations and to talk 

about how the piece came about. 

Smoot composed the music for an art installation piece created by 

physician and artist Robert Falcone and exhibited in the Columbus 

College of Art and Design’s 2016 MFA exhibition. Falcone created the 

installation, called Crossing, on his own quest to find meaning in his 

wife’s tragic death in a 1998 car accident. 

Crossing featured Smoot’s music performed by the Columbus Gay 

Men’s Chorus as the audio backdrop for an oversized image of a tiny, 

white roadside cross in the midst of an expanse of Montana landscape. 

UCelli founder Cora Kuyvenhoven viewed Crossing and asked Smoot 

to create a cello quartet arrangement of his music. The resulting work, 

Smoot’s Crossing Variations, expands on the main theme of his earlier 

music for Crossing in a stand-alone concert piece. 

UCelli, Columbus’ professional cello quartet, performs the world 

premiere of Richard Jordan Smoot’s Crossing Variations, 3 p.m. 

Sunday, Oct. 7 at Highlands Presbyterian Church. 

TAGS:  

RICHARD JORDAN SMOOT 

UCELLI 

https://ucelli.weebly.com/
http://www.highlands-presbyterian.org/HIGHLANDER/CONCERT-SERIES-UPCOMING.pdf
http://richardsmoot.com/
http://richardsmoot.com/
http://www.highlands-presbyterian.org/index_files/Page354.htm
http://radio.wosu.org/post/columbus-artist-composer-and-chorus-explore-life-death-crossing-ccad#stream/0
https://www.ccad.edu/
https://www.ccad.edu/
http://columbusgaymenschorus.com/
http://columbusgaymenschorus.com/
https://ucelli.weebly.com/about.html
https://radio.wosu.org/term/richard-jordan-smoot
https://radio.wosu.org/term/ucelli


CELLO QUARTET 

COLUMBUS CELLO QUARTET 

CCAD CROSSING 

RICHARD JORDAN SMOOT CROSSING VARIATIONS 

NEW CELLO QUARTET ARRANGEMENT 

ShareTweetEmail 

RELATED CONTENT 

Columbus Artist, Composer and Chorus Explore 
Life, Death in "Crossing" at CCAD 
By JENNIFER HAMBRICK • APR 20, 2016 

 
ROBERT FALCONE 

Somewhere in Montana along U.S. Route 191, near Yellowstone National Park, 
a small white cross marks the site of a deadly car accident. This cross and 
others like it have haunted Columbus physician and artist Robert Falcone for 
nearly two decades, raising  questions about the fragility of life and the 
possibility of an afterlife. Now, Falcone, Columbus composer Richard Smoot and 
the Columbus Gay Men’s Chorus wrestle with these questions together in an 
installation of original art and music currently on display at the Columbus 
College of Art and Design's Beeler Gallery. 
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